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Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum holds 
27th Annual General Meeting.

The Lanka Rain Water Harvesting
Forum (LRWHF) successfully
convened it’s 27th Annual General
Meeting (AGM) on 28 September
2024 at the Rain Centre in
Pelawatte. The AGM marked a
pivotal movement for the
organization, bringing together is
members to reflect on the past
years ‘achievements, evaluate
progress, and set the course for the
future. The event underscore the
LRWHF’s unwavering dedication to
promoting sustainable water
management through rainwater
harvesting. 

Continued on the next page
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Honorary Secretary
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Honorary Treasurer 
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Honorary Assistant Treasurer
Mr M M M Aheeyar  

Honorary Director (Non -Post)
Dr Praveen Kottehewa 

 Addressing the gathered members who joined physically and virtually, he
expressed deep gratitude for their steadfast commitment to advancing
rainwater harvesting across the country. Eng Hapugoda highlighted the
forum’s mission to provide innovative and sustainable solution to water
scarcity, emphasizing the importance of collective efforts in achieving
these goals. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2024 - 2025

The chairperson of LRWHF Eng Deva
Hapugoda, inaugurated the meeting
with heartfelt welcome. 



Adding depth and perceptive to the presentation made by Dr Ariyananda, district coordinators of the forum shared
localized insights and experiences. Mr Gamini Rajasinghe from Badulla district shared an overview of the
district’s initiatives and challenges while Mr Rudra Vijendran highlighted the progress in Mannar and Jaffna
Districts. Ms R Nirojany from Mullaithivu and Ms Suchithra Ariyarathne from Anuradhapura detailed their districts’
effort to promote rainwater harvesting as a viable and sustainable solution. Additionally, Ms Chanchala
Jayathilaka presented the forum’s communication outputs, emphasizing the importance of raising awareness and
disseminating knowledge to the diverse audiences. Ms Dhanushi Senanayake representing the South Asia
Rainwater Network (SARNET) provided an overview of the regional collaborations and their role in strengthening
LRWHF’s vision.
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“Every drop of rain saved is a step closer to a sustainable future.” 2

The AGM also featured the presentation of the Finance
Report for 2023/2024 by Mr Rajith Kakillarachchi, the
Finance Manager of LRWHF, who represented the
outgoing Honorary Treasurer Dr C S Weerarathne. The
report showcased the forum’s robust financial
management, ensuring the resources were allocated
effectively to achieve its objectives. 

Members unanimously adapted the minutes of the
previous AGM, the annual progress report, reaffirming
their confidence in organization’s governance. 
A significant moment during the AGM was the selection of
the Board of Directors for the year 2024/2025. As Dr C S
Weerarathna retired from the Board, the forum
acknowledged his invaluable contribution, particularly as
board member, and extended heartfelt gratitude for his
years of dedicated service. 

Members agreed to re-appoint the current board of directors to for the next year. The reappointed leadership
included Eng Devapriya Hapugoda as the Honorary Chairperson, Prof Aruni Weerasinghe as Honorary Vice
Chairperson, Mr P R Attygalle as Honorary Secretary,and Mr Rajindra Ariyabandu as Honorary Assistant
Secretary. Mr E Gunarathnam as Honorary Treasurer with Mr M M M Aheeyar is serving as Honorary Assistant
Treasurer. Dr Praveen Kottehewa appointed as Honorary Director (Non -Post), rounding out the team of
experienced and passionate individuals committed to Streeting LRWHF forward. 

The AGM concluded with a renewed sense of purpose and enthusiasm among the members. With the strong and
committed leadership the forum is well positioned to expand its reach and deepen its impact, empowering
communities across Sri Lanka to embrace sustainable water management practices. Continued collaboration and
support from stakeholders is important the achieve LRWHF’s vision of a water secure future for all. 

A key highlight of the AGM was the presentation of the Annual Progress Report for 2023/2024 by Dr Tanuja
Ariyananda, Chief Executive Officer of LRWHF. The report encapsulated the forum’s extensive activities,
promotion, research and development, training, networking and accomplishments, reflecting significant stride
made in various districts. 



VARSHA OCT/DEC 2024
VOL 10  ISSUE IV

“In every drop of rain,  there's a promise of a greener tomorrow.” 3

In a recent webinar hosted by SARNET in collaboration with the Lanka Rainwater Harvesting Forum, participants
gathered to discuss effective water conservation strategies and the challenges faced by Bhutan's water resources
due to climate change. The Tarayana Foundation, a prominent civil society organization in Bhutan, presented its
insights on enhancing community resilience and fortifying ecosystems through nature-based solutions and
indigenous knowledge. The webinar featured key presentations from three representatives of the Tarayana
foundation: Executive Director Ms. Sonam Pem, Technical Director and Programme Specialist Dr. Sanjay Dorji, and
Senior Programme Officer Ms. Karma Uden.

Bhutan is one of the countries most severely affected by climate
change, experiencing a significant temperature rise of 2.1
degrees Celsius over the past 70 years. Meteorological data
indicates that the nation has warmed by 1.02 degrees Celsius in
the last 27 years, with an annual increase of approximately
0.0378 degrees Celsius. Additionally, changes in precipitation
patterns have been noted. For instance, the northern region of
Gasa has begun to receive increased rainfall, while southern
areas, particularly Dagana, are encountering prolonged dry
spells. The reduction in snow cover on the highest peaks has
also been alarming, with recent snowfall diminishing to only four
to five inches, compared to the typical two to three feet known
as "Kochey" in previous years. Consequently, farmers express
concerns over losing livestock, while shifting habitats for wildlife
have become evident.

The primary water sources in Bhutan are springs, followed by streams and rivers. Of the available water, only 6.9%
is allocated for drinking, 12% for agriculture, while the remainder is utilized for commercial and other purposes. A
study highlighted that 37% of springs in Bhutan are drying up, prompting many villagers to migrate to regions where
water is more accessible. Despite Bhutan's high per capita water availability, many villages are situated in
mountainous areas, limiting their access to the abundant water sources found in lower valleys. The depletion of
water resources can be attributed to climate change and rapid deforestation.

Tarayana Foundation's approach to addressing water resource 
depletion in Bhutan amidst climate Change

In response to these challenges, the Tarayana Foundation initiated a spring shed development project in Sali
village, located in the Paro district, aimed at combating spring water depletion through nature-based solutions. The
first step involved conducting hydrogeological surveys to map existing water sources and identify potential recharge
areas for the springs. Following this assessment, rainwater harvesting structures were established by excavating
contour trenches and pits to capture rainwater and recharge the springs.

The community faced challenges due to the absence of proper water storage systems, which further exacerbated
the decline of water availability for agriculture. Community consultations were instrumental in gathering insights on
available resources. The results of the hydrogeological mapping were shared with community members to foster
engagement and promote active participation in the conservation and management of water resources. Workshops
on water quality testing and filtration methods were also conducted to enhance community awareness.

A hallmark of this initiative was the empowerment and capacity-building of local communities to manage their water
sources effectively. This process involved the formation of water user groups to ensure equitable distribution of
water resources and to mitigate conflicts between humans and wildlife. As a result, these efforts successfully
revived springs and increased community resilience against water shortages induced by climate change. The
ecosystem-based approach adopted in this intervention not only protected vital natural water resources but also
contributed to reducing human-wildlife conflicts, showcasing the effectiveness of collaborative, community-driven
initiatives in the face of environmental challenges.
More information on the story can be accessed on https://youtu.be/7U09RmtlWzA
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 SAFE DRINKING WATER FOR SUSTAINABLE IMPACT THROUGH
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Working with people requires patience, understanding, dedication, and hard work-qualities that are particularly
vital when engaging at the community level. Despite possessing these skills, field coordinators often encounter
significant challenges in implementing field-level activities effectively. Under the Safe Disaster-Resilient Drinking
Water for Flood and Drought-Prone Areas of Sri Lanka project, the Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum works
with rural communities suffering from acute water scarcity. These communities have limited knowledge of
alternative water sources, including rainwater harvesting. While many recognize rainwater harvesting as a
potential solution, they lack the technical understanding to implement it systematically. Field coordinators face the
challenge of educating them about the structured use of rainwater harvesting systems. This story reflects the
community feedback on the critical role of field coordinators and the positive impact of their contributions in
successfully implementing the project.

Maluvarayr Kaddayadamban is a remotevillage located in the
Madhu Divisional Secretariat Division of the Mannar
district.Surrounded by agricultural lands, the villagers primarily
engage in farming and labour work. During a field visit, we had the
opportunity to observe a loan-cum-grant scheme rainwater
harvesting system (RWHS) installed at the household of Mr.
Jesuthasan, a proactive individual living with his wife and two
daughters.

Mr. Jesuthasan shared how the RWHS had transformed their daily lives. Previously, the family depended on well
water, which was unsuitable for drinking, forcing them to travel nearly 5 kilometers to fetch potable water. His wife
highlighted the challenges, stating, “Morning or evening, I have to go to get water from the filter. It’s not an easy
task, especially during the rainy season.”
Beyond domestic use, Mr. Jesuthasan explained how the RWHS supports their agricultural activities. During the
rainy season, when 10-15 labourers work in their fields, they used to transport drinking water from the filter at an
additional cost. Now, with the RWHS providing water next to his doorstep, the family saves approximately Rs.
2,000 on the cost of getting filtered water for the people who work in agricultural activities. This simple yet
impactful intervention has reduced their financial burden and enhanced their quality of life and productivity.

Mr. Jesuthasan also shared his perspective on the Lanka
Rain Water Harvesting Forum (LRWHF) and its role in
addressing their village's water issues. He explained, “In our
village, we have had water issues for a long time. Different
people visit our village from time to time, introduce filters,
and collect money. But after some time, they disappear with
the money. We have had many bad experiences like that,
so we don’t have a good impression of organizations that
comes to help us.”

However, he expressed that his perception changed due to the efforts of Mr. Rudra Vijendran, the field
coordinator for the Mannar district. According to Mr. Jesuthasan, Mr. Rudra clearly explained the project’s
objectives and his intentions for working in their village. This transparency and the coordinator’s trustworthy
words and actions reassured the villagers. Convinced that the initiative offered a genuine and effective solution
to their longstanding water problems, Mr. Jesuthasan and his community requested tanks under the LRWHF
project, marking a turning point in their journey toward water security.

Continued on page 6
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      �ல்ைலத்தீவின் பைளய��கண்� மற்�ம்
ஐயன்கன்�ளம் கிராமங்களான� மிகச்சிறிய
எண்ணிக்ைகயான ��ம்பங்கைள ெகாண்ட�ம், வறட்சி
காலநிைலயில் ெபரி�ம் பாதிக்கப்ப�ம் கிராமங்களா�ம்.
கிண�கள், �ளங்கள் மற்�ம் நீர்ப்பாசன ெதா�திகள்
காணப்ப�கின்ற ேபாதி�ம், வறட்சியின் ேபா�
பயிர்ெசய்ைகக்� ேபா�மான நீர் இன்ைமயால்
பயிர்ெசய்ைகயாளர்கள் வ�டாவ�டம் ெப�ம் நட்டத்ைத
ேநரிடேவண்�ய�ள்ள�. இந்நிைலயில் நிலத்த� நீர் இளம்
சிவப்ப� நிறமாகவ�ம் கனிமங்கள் ெசறிவாகவ�ம்
காணப்ப�வதால் கிண�கள் மற்�ம் �ழாய்கிண�கள்
�லம் கிைடக்�ம் நீர் ��நீர் பாவைனக்� உகந்த தரத்தில்
காணப்படாைம இக் கிராமத்தில் நிலவ�ம் மிக �க்கிய
பிரச்சைனயா�ம். எனேவ தமக்� ேதைவயான ��நீைர
ெபற்�க்ெகாள்ள இக் கிராம மக்கள் அயலில் உள்ள
ெபா� கிண� அல்ல� 6km ெதாைலவில் உள்ள மல்லாவி
நகரில் உள்ள RO நீர் �த்திகரிப்ப� நிலயத்திட்க்� ெசல்ல
ேவண்�ய நிைல காணப்ப�கிற�. வறட்சி காலங்களின்
ேபா� ெபா� கிணற்றின் நீரின் தரம் �ைறவாகவ�ம்
கிண� வற்றிய�ம் காணப்ப�வதால் ��நீர் பற்றாக்�ைற
காணப்ப�வதாக பிரேதச மக்கள் ெதரிவித்�ள்ளனர்.

             விவசாயம் மற்�ம் �லித்ெதாழில் இம்மக்களின்
பிரதான ஜவீேனாபாயமாக காணப்ப�கின்ற�. இ�ப்பி�ம்
இதன் �லம் கிைடக்�ம் வ�மானம் தமக்� ெபாதியளவாக
இல்ைல எனவ�ம் ��நீ�க்காக தம� வ�மானத்தில் ஒ�
ப�திைய ெசலவி�வதாகவ�ம் ெதரிவித்தனர். அேதா�
ெப�ம்பாலான ��ம்பங்கள் நீண்ட கால ய�த்தத்தினால்
பாதிக்கப்பட்� ெபண் தைலைமத்�வத்ைத
ெகாண்��ப்பதால் அரசாங்கத்தினால் வழங்கப்ப�ம்
ச�ர்த்தி ெகா�ப்பனவின் �லேம நாளாந்த ெசலவ�கைள
�ர்த்திெசய்� வ�கின்றனர். இந்த நிைலயில் இலங்ைக
மைழ நீர் ேசகரிப்ப� அைமயத்தின் �ல்ைலத்தீவ� மாவட்ட
ஒ�ங்கிைணப்பாளரான தி�மதி. R. நிேராஜனி அவர்களால்
இக் கிராமங்கள் மாவட்ட ெசயலகத்தின் உதவிய�டன்
கண்டறியப்பட்� அவர்க�க்கான ��நீர் பிரச்சைனைய
நிவர்த்தி ெசய்ய இலங்ைக மைழ நீர் ேசகரிப்ப� அைமயம்
�ன்வந்த�. இலங்ைகயில் ெவள்ளம் மற்�ம் வறட்சியால்
பாதிக்கப்ப�ம் பிரேதசங்க�க்� �த்தமான ��நீைர
ெபற்�க்ெகா�த்தல் என்�ம் ெசயற்திடத்தின் கீழ் USAID
நி�வனத்தின் நிதி அ�சரைணேயா� இக்கிராம
மக்க�க்கான மைழநீர் தாங்கிகைள அைமக்�ம் பணிகள்
2022ம் ஆண்�ன் �ன் ப�தியில் ஆரம்பிக்கப்பட்ட�. இச்
ெசயற்திடத்தின் �தற்கட்டமாக பைளய��கண்�
கிராமத்தில் 15 தாங்கிக�ம் பின்னர் ஐயன்கன்�ளம்
கிராமத்தில் 45 தாங்கிக�ம் இன்�வைர
அைமக்கப்பட்�ள்ளன. 

தா க ம்  தீ ர் க் � ம்  ம ைழ நீ ர் !

6�  ப�க�  பா��க
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Mr. Jesuthasan highlighted an important point that significantly contributes to the success of a project: the
crucial role played by field coordinators during ground-level implementation. While implementing a project might
seem straightforward, ensuring its success and sustainability requires building a strong understanding and
collaboration among the stakeholders. It is essential for both the project team and the beneficiaries to have a
clear and shared understanding of the project's objectives. If this alignment is missing on either side, the project
is likely to face challenges and may not achieve long-term success

The Lanka Rainwater Harvesting Forum has recognized this crucial aspect and carefully plans its projects to
enhance beneficiary awareness. This is achieved through a structured approach that includes awareness
sessions, site visits prior to site selection, and a second round of awareness sessions before installing the
rainwater harvesting systems. This strategy ensures a solid foundation for the project before construction
begins. Moreover, well-organized workflow fosters a positive perception of the Forum among the community,
creating a favourable environment for collaboration and successful implementation.

The Lanka Rainwater Harvesting Forum successfully implement the project and provide safe drinking water to
the beneficiaries in Maluvarayr Kaddayadamban due to effective coordination and dedicated ground-level
engagement. This approach ensures that the needs of the community are met and that the project is executed
with strong support and involvement from all stakeholders.

தைலைம அ�வலக உத்திேயாகத்தர்களால் கடந்த ஐப்பசி மாதம் ேமட்ெகாள்ளப்பட்ட கள
விஜயத்தின் ேபா� இக்கிராம மக்க�க்� வழங்கப்பட்ட மைழநீர் ேசகரிப்ப� தாங்கிகள்
ேமட்பார்ைவயிடப்படத்ேதா� பயனாளிகேளா� கலந்�ைரயா� மைழநீர் தாங்கி ெதாடர்பான
அவர்கள� அ�பவங்கைள ெபற��ந்த�. இதன்ேபா� அவர்கள் வறட்சிக்காலங்களின் ேபா�
மல்லாவி நகரத்திற்� ைசக்கிளில் ெசன்� �த்திகரிக்கப்பட்ட நீைர ெகாள்வனவ� ெசய்வதனால்
மாதாந்தம் 3000 �பாய் வைரயில் ெசலவ� ெசய்வதாகவ�ம் அ�மட்�மல்லா� இதற்காக ஒ�
ேநரத்ைத ெசலவழிப்பதாகவ�ம் ெதரிவித்தனர். அத்ேதா� ெவள்ள அனர்த்தத்தின்ேபா�
ஐயன்கன்�ளம் மற்�ம் ப�த்�ெவட்�வான் �ளங்களில் வான் பாய்வதால் தம� ��யி�ப்ப�க்களில்
ெவள்ளநீர் உட்ப��வதாகவ�ம் தம� கிராமத்திற்கான ேபாக்�வரத்� தைடப�வதால் மி�ந்த சிரமம்
அ�பவிப்பதாக ெதரிவித்தனர். மைழநீர் தாங்கிகைள ெபற்�க்ெகாண்டைமயால் தம� வட்ீ�ல்
�த்தமான ��நீைர வ�டம் ��வ�ம் ெபற்�க்ெகாள்வதாகவ�ம் இதன் �லம் தம� வ�மானத்தில்
ஒ� ப�திைய ேசமிக்க ��வதாகவ�ம் ெதரிவித்தனர். �றிப்பாக கிராமத்தில் உள்ள சீ�நீரக
ேநாயாளிகள் மைழநீைர ப��வதால் ெபரி�ம் பயனைடவதாகவ�ம் அயலவர்கேளா�
பகிந்�ெகாள்வதாகவ�ம் மகிழ்ச்சிய�டன் ெதரிவித்தனர். ேம�ம் தமக்� ��நீ�க்கான நிரந்தர
தீர்ைவ மைழநீர் தாங்கி �லம் இலவசமாக வழங்கிய LRWHF மற்�ம் USAID நி�வனத்திற்� தம�
மனமார்ந்த நன்றிகைள ெதரிவித்தனர். 

CONTINUATION OF PAGE 4

CONTINUATION OF PAGE 5
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Èßh ldka;djla  

uq,;sõ m,huqrelKaä .ïudkfha mÈxÑ 49 yeúßÈ kkaod l=udß uy;añh oeä

wNsfhda. yuqfõ Tfrd;a;= §fï yelshdj iy wêIaGdkh ms<sn| mdvï wmg lshdfohs'

wef.a mjqf,a tlu wdodhï Wmhkaksh f,i" weh ish oi yeúßÈ mq;d iy wef.a

frda.S uj /ln,d .ksñka Ôj;afõ' f.dú;ek wef.a mjqf,a uQ,sl Ôjfkdamdh jk

w;r" weh ;ksju ;u l=Uqre j.d lr kv;a;= lrhs' flfia fj;;a" fuu  wd¾Ól

ÿIalr;d uOHfha" Tjqka uqyqKfok ;j;a m%Odk;u wNsfhda.hls c, ysÕh'

m,huqrelKaä oeä mdkSh c, ysÕhlg uqyqK § isák w;r"  fjfyi fkdn,d

wehf.a mjqf,a wjYH;d i|yd msßisÿ c,h fiùug wehg isÿù we;'

—wfma .fï îug iqÿiq msßisÿ c,fha ie,lsh hq;= ysÕhla ;sfnkjd' <sx ;=kla ;snqK;a tajd uf.a ksji

wdikakfha ke;s ksid uu j;=r f.akak  Èkm;d hd hq;=hs' úh<s ld,fha§ fuu <sxj, c,h m%udKj;a fkdjk

ksid j;=r f.akak lsf,daóg¾ 2lg wdikakj whshkal=,u .ug  hdug isÿfjkjd˜ 

weh ish ksjig wjYH  wdydr øjH ñ,È .ekSu i|yd wdikak k.rh jk u,a,dú m%foaYhg hk úg weh

;u ksjfia mdkSh wjYH;d imqrd,Su i|yd fnda;,a l< c,h ñ, § .ekSu isÿ lr we;' iEu uilu weh fï

i|yd remsh,a 2500 lg wdikak uqo,la jeh lrhs' 

—wms i,a,s ;sfhk wh fkfjhs' ug iuDoaê iykdOdrh ,efnkjd" wms ksjig  wjYH t<j¨  f.j;af;a j.d

lrkjd' fldfydujqK;a yeu udfiu f.org wjYH j;=r .kak remsh,a 2"500 la úhoï lsÍu wmg ie,lsh

hq;= uqo,la th wmsg ord.kak wudrehs˜ 

fuu ;;a;ajh ie,ls,a,g .ksñka fuu m%foaYfha

m%cdj i|yd wdrlaIs; mdkSh c,h imhd §u i|yd"

,xld jeis c,h /ialsÍfï ixioh ;sridr úi÷ula

f,i jeis c,h /ialsÍu y÷kajd fok ,§' fuu

jHdmD;sh u.ska jeisc,h /ialsÍfï moaO;shla ysñùu

fya;=fjka  kkaod l=udß uy;añh c, ysÕfha ksrka;r

wr.,fhka iy th we;s l< uQ,H nßka oeka ksoyia ù

we;' jeis c,h /ia lsÍu"wehg uqo,a b;sß lr

.ekSug muKla fkdj wef.a ffoksl ÿIalr;dj,ska

ñ§ug fya;= ù we;'

—udi follg l,ska ù wiajekak g%elagrhg mgjoa§ uu ,siaid jegqKd' ta ksid uf.a fld÷ weg fm<g

nrm;, f,i ydks jqKd ' uu hdmkh frdayf,ka ffjoH m%;sldr ,nd .kakjd'flfia fj;;a" jeisc,h

/ialrkakkaf.a ixiohg ia;+;sjka; jkakg ug oeka ksjfia wjYH;d i|yd m%udKj;a c,h ;sfnkjd' fï

ksid ug j;=r f.k taug hdug wjYH ke' fuh ug f,dl= iykhla ˜ kkaod l=udß uy;añh i|yka l<dh'

c,h f.k tau i|yd fndfyda ÿr weúohdug isÿ fkdùfuka b;=re jQ ld,h  weh j.d lghq;= i|yd fhdojd

we;'  c,h iïnkaO ish¨  úhoï oeka Tjqkag b;=reï njg m;a ù we;'

Ôú;fha ndOl uOHfha jqjo i;=áka ;u Ôú;h .; lsÍug W;aidy lrk ldka;djkag kkaod l=udß uy;añh

lÈu ksoiqkls' tjeks ldka;djkag Tjqkaf.a Ôú;h kÕd isgqùug jeisc,h /ialsÍu jeks l%ufõo msgqjy,la

fõ' 
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 වrஷா
ව�ෂා       Varsha       வ�ஷா

Please send your creations, ideas, letters, articles and suggestions to the address given below.
ඔෙ� අදහ�, ෙය�ජනා, ��මාණ සහ �� ෙමම ��නයට එව�න.  

உ�க� ஆ�க�க� , க�த�க�, க��ைரக� ம��� பரி��ைரகைள ெகா��க�ப���ள �கவரி��
அ��ப��.

Rain Centre
41/12,  New Parliament Road,
Pelawatta,  Battaramulla,
Sri  Lanka
Telephone:  +94 112777635
Fax:  +94 112077620

වැ�ජල  ෙ���රය
41/12,  නව  පා��ෙ���  පාර ,
පැලව�ත ,  බ�තර��ල ,
��  ලංකා
�රකථනය :  +94 112777635
ෆැ�� :  +94 112077620

மைழ��   ைமய�
41/12,  �த�ய  பாரா�ம�ற  �த� ,
ெபலவ�ைத ,  ப�தர��ல ,
இல�ைக
ெதாைலேபச� :  +94 112777635
ெதாைலநக� :  +94 112077620
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CHILDREN'S CORNER

MRS. PIRATHAPAN VILOGIKA
FRANCE

MISS.RAVIKARAN THANUSIKA
University of Jaffna

These creative artworks were sent to us by Ms. Thayabaran Samandi, a teacher at Moonkilaru Primary School.


